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117TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H. RES. 397 

Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives that Critical Race 

Theory serves as a prejudicial ideological tool, rather than an educational 

tool, and should not be taught in K–12 classrooms as a way to teach 

students to judge individuals based on sex, race, ethnicity, and national 

origin. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

MAY 14, 2021 

Mr. OWENS (for himself, Mr. BANKS, Mr. ALLEN, Mr. BABIN, Mr. BISHOP 

of North Carolina, Mrs. BOEBERT, Mr. BROOKS, Mr. BUCK, Mr. 

CAWTHORN, Mr. CLOUD, Mr. DONALDS, Mr. GOOD of Virginia, Mr. 

FALLON, Mr. GROTHMAN, Mrs. HARSHBARGER, Mr. HARRIS, Mr. ISSA, 

Mr. JACKSON, Mr. JACOBS of New York, Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania, 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania, Mr. MAST, Mr. MOOLENAAR, Mr. PERRY, 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER, Mr. RICE of South Carolina, Mr. ROUZER, Mr. 

ROY, Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia, Mr. STEWART, Mr. TIFFANY, and 

Mr. CALVERT) submitted the following resolution; which was referred to 

the Committee on Education and Labor 

RESOLUTION 
Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives that 

Critical Race Theory serves as a prejudicial ideological 

tool, rather than an educational tool, and should not 

be taught in K–12 classrooms as a way to teach students 

to judge individuals based on sex, race, ethnicity, and 

national origin. 

Whereas Critical Race Theory seeks to portray the United 

States not as a united Nation of people, families, and 
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communities striving for a common purpose, but rather 

one of many victimized groups based on sex, race, eth-

nicity, and national origin; 

Whereas Critical Race Theory’s teachings stand in contrast 

to the overarching goal of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 

to prevent discrimination on the basis of race, color, or 

national origin in the United States; 

Whereas William Jacobson, a Cornell University professor, 

created criticalrace.org to highlight the over 200 univer-

sities across the Nation with Critical Race Theory pro-

gramming; 

Whereas while present on college and university campuses for 

decades, Critical Race Theory has increasingly infiltrated 

our Nation’s elementary and secondary school classrooms 

in recent years; 

Whereas Critical Race Theory serves to resegregate institu-

tions of education and balkanize students into groups by 

race and ethnicity; 

Whereas efforts to indoctrinate Critical Race Theory into 

American school children are designed to eventually 

transform America by stigmatizing its economic system 

and create a hatred of all its institutions; 

Whereas Critical Race Theory founder Derrick Bell has stat-

ed that ‘‘most critical race theorists are committed to a 

program of scholarly resistance, and most hope scholarly 

resistance will lay the groundwork for wide-scale resist-

ance.’’; 

Whereas Critical Race Theory serves to reinforce the soft big-

otry of low expectations by substituting systemic racism 

as the determining factor in academic achievement gaps 

rather than the ongoing failure of policymakers and the 
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education system to provide students of color necessary 

educational opportunities; 

Whereas Critical Race Theory has manifested itself in various 

damaging ways in American elementary and secondary 

schools; 

Whereas the 1619 Project, which puts slavery, not the ideal 

of equality, at the center of our Nation’s storyline and 

has been widely debunked by historians across the ideo-

logical spectrum, is nevertheless being taught in 4,500 

classrooms across the country; 

Whereas the California Department of Education (CDE) 

Foundation, in partnership with over 30 education orga-

nizations and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, de-

veloped ‘‘A Pathway to Equitable Math Instruction’’ tool-

kit that promotes the concept that White supremacy 

manifests itself through the focus on finding the right an-

swers, thereby discouraging teachers from requiring stu-

dents to show their work or consider ways there could be 

two answers to a problem; 

Whereas, in 2017, the Seattle Public School Board directed 

the ‘‘Ethnic Studies Task Force’’ to develop an ethnic 

studies curriculum, which defined ethnic studies as a way 

to counteract systems of oppression, such as patriarchy 

and capitalism; 

Whereas the Madison Metropolitan School District is requir-

ing staff to participate in mandatory 21 hours of profes-

sional development that claims practices such as teachers 

leading a classroom, keeping a class on schedule, and the 

term ‘‘student’’ are a part of White, Western thought 

and are racist; 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 22:58 May 14, 2021 Jkt 019200 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6300 E:\BILLS\HR397.IH HR397pa
m

tm
an

n 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
07

H
B

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
IL

LS



4 

•HRES 397 IH 

Whereas students at a Las Vegas charter school were re-

quired to take a yearlong virtual ‘‘Sociology of Change’’ 

course where assignments required students to reveal 

their race, gender, sexual orientation, and disabilities and 

then determine if oppression or privilege were a part of 

those identities, allegedly without any accommodations if 

a student had a conscientious objection to the course; 

Whereas, in October 2020, the San Diego Unified School 

District board voted to change ‘‘discriminatory grading 

practices’’ and no longer requires students to turn in 

their homework on time in order to ‘‘be an anti-racist 

school district’’; 

Whereas while students should learn how to actively engage 

in civil society, Critical Race Theory often advocates for 

‘‘action civics’’, which in some school districts has re-

sulted in students being taught how to engage in disrup-

tive protests without as much concern for teaching the 

fundamentals of how government works and why; 

Whereas according to the Annenberg Public Policy Center at 

the University of Pennsylvania, just over half of all 

Americans cannot name all three branches of govern-

ment, and 76 percent of eighth grade students scored at 

or below proficient in civics on the most recent National 

Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) assessment; 

Whereas State legislators across the country have introduced 

bills to prevent schools from teaching that the United 

States is fundamentally racist or sexist, and that on ac-

count of an individual’s race or gender they may be re-

sponsible for actions committed in the past; 

Whereas, on January 19, 2021, the Department of Edu-

cation’s Office for Civil Rights posted a webinar to pro-
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vide an overview on how racially exclusive practices are 

prohibited under title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 

but the Department of Education has since archived the 

webinar and labeled it as ‘‘not for reliance’’; and 

Whereas, on January 22, 2021, the Department of Edu-

cation’s Office for Civil Rights reportedly suspended a 

finding that an Illinois school district violated title VI of 

the Civil Rights Act when it segregated students and 

staff, directed teachers to treat students differently based 

on their race, and endorsed racially charged messages: 

Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives— 1

(1) condemns racism in all forms and calls on 2

the American people to eliminate racism and defend 3

the civil rights of all people, including within our 4

Nation’s education system; 5

(2) calls on the Department of Education’s Of-6

fice for Civil Rights and State attorneys general to 7

assist schools in being compliant with existing civil 8

rights laws and to investigate and enforce the law 9

when appropriate; 10

(3) supports States’ and communities’ actions 11

to implement policies and practices to protect the 12

rights of parents and guardians to know what their 13

children are being taught; 14

(4) calls on States and communities to support 15

curriculum transparency policies to make elementary 16

and secondary education curriculum materials acces-17
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sible, including online, to parents, guardians, and 1

the public for review before the use of such mate-2

rials; 3

(5) recognizes that open enrollment and school 4

choice policies allow students to access the school, 5

and thereby the curriculum, which the parent or 6

guardian believes is best positioned to educate the 7

student; 8

(6) condemns State and local educational agen-9

cies that facilitate or expend resources on education 10

and professional development exercises that focus on 11

ostracizing one individual or group from another; 12

(7) condemns the practice of requiring teachers 13

to receive Critical Race Theory education in order to 14

be certified as a teacher; and 15

(8) urges State and local educational agencies 16

to ensure that students are taught civics education 17

to learn the core tenants of American Government, 18

the Constitution, the rule of law, and that the Civil 19

Rights Act of 1964 prohibits discrimination by race, 20

color, or national origin. 21

Æ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 22:58 May 14, 2021 Jkt 019200 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6301 E:\BILLS\HR397.IH HR397pa
m

tm
an

n 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
07

H
B

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
IL

LS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-05-15T04:03:32-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




